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Janna L, Lox
AT 1y ulvd.,
LGardaa City WY 11530
Covalesia 2r dlicharl ' Doops
Fetrral Comamic st 33 Ccanabssing
44% 12tn street

Sw Washington 2 20544

Jeas dir. Conos,

Enclas~il ilemase T1nd the &Y Tilnes article that wide e
awara nf Lo currcent CL.CLE. agenda, The arlicle was later orought
to tne atteation of - Inzal wanea's issoe oroup causimg them to

individuallv exaress Lheir concerns to the F.C.C.  Then, having
abtained data from th? internnt, 1 felt an oolidatinn to further
infonrm othzrs, Thus, he artl ‘l1e ind emclosed letter was mailed
to tong Island Colleges, 2 Few legislatars and natiaonal organizat-

ions, and sane Friends and relatives.

decause vay are in opogsitinn to Michael K. Powell's
derrnulation agenda [ decided To sentd this correspondence tO
to yau. This information should have been before the public in
full force. Qur too v natioral media netwarks could have
helned the public became fully aware. They evidently sought not
to do this. Mast reaifers of the NY Times probably would not
have noticed it aon page I9A. Thus, much of the public, probably
most of the public werg,and probably remain unaware of this

momentaus consideratinn by the F.loC.

0fi courgr, Since the major networks have been pushing for
deregulations, It would not have been in their financial interest
to inform the public., It did not make front page news. This mayg
then oe considered evidence of a case whereby financial interests
ruled out the sharing nf very important new5 informatian for
wide-spread dissemination. It helps somewhat to CONVINCe gne that

present rulings should remain and more rulings might! need to be
put in place concerning mass media networks and crosetHlfiFi.
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Jane E. Cox
b3 Nassau ulvd.

Garden City NY 11530

Page 2 - ln: liichael J. Copps

Al of rulling wunder review oy the F.C.C. shnou d be
mainta ned. TV and radia, the medias of easy amid £ mse access,
nred the ruolinns tn assure competition. particularity in
todays's wnrld. We surely have learned through business
activities in Lhe 1ast decade thit lack of rules arotecting
tho overall aublic interest leads to coruorate greed, Fraud,
dishanesty,questionable mergers, and enhances collution.
these rullings established inlIY975 set the stage for the public

to receive their news inform=mtion From more balanced sources.
Thank vou for your ottention and supgort.

Sincerely ynurs,
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Jane £. Lox

5% Wassau dlvd.,.
Garden City WY I1530
Jan, 20, 2003

J2ar
This article from the N.Y. Times Bx3resses

serious concerns ahout nossihle deregulatinns

af news media by the FCC. If vau agres with the
authars analvsis, it is imonrttant to share yaur
views oy the ond afF January withi

Chairman flichzel K. Powell

Feoderal Communication Conomgssian

D,,Nh_u 12t St
94 dashinaton U0 20554

delow 1= 1 Lin

nf avairlaale iombernet infarm

JLilong
I. wttps/ Swaw, Fa 371 p
nt . y.F2e,aonv/ounersnia ? pages

2. htta://Tta,Fee.gov/dureaus/lass lMedia/Nzws

Helenses/2001/nrmn109,html j Dag=es

T, http: /o washingtonpost.com/ac? /wn=dyn/

ATRAL-20D3dan??languange grinter 6 DAaN=s

4. htto:/Sewu.eninet.org/oooks/cross-nwnarsnip-html

v, dlampreraticmedia.arn/issurs/ardia
nunorshin/indox . Atml
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Thank r Far »aur interest., As mgted timne

is af the

ime2ncot

Sincerely,

All News Media Inc.

m__xm:..u 1A _w_.,..,_..: E. T AL T
By Bill Kuvach
and Toni Rosenstiel

WASHINGTON
ithoul  mneh
notice, e
fecderal  gov-
crnmcetl 15
nwving -
ward the
inost sweeping change ever in the
rules that govern ownershp of the
Awerican nevs media.

This shift could reduce the inde-
pendence of the news wedia and e
abiifity of Arericins (o take pait in
public debate. Yet because ol meuger
press coverage and sieps taken by the
Federal Communications  Coutnis-
ciom in s policy-making  process,
wost people probahly liave hw idea
thal it is takmp place

fluving secn how ntalitaiian re-
ginies  moved  the world wowar
throu:th demination of Hieir news nie-
dia. the government during the 191
mu Festrivtion: o Dow pmany e s
media outlets one company could vwn,
hotl natiomally and in a single city.

Though those rules have been re-
laxed in the last 20 years, campanies
are stilt blocked [rom buying a news-
paper and television station in the
same city or from owning more than
one TV station in the same market,

Three weeks after it proposed elimi-
nating those rules, the F.C.C. released
a series of reports about the current
media marketplace. But the reports
focused almost entirely on the ecu-
pomic impact of relaxing the owner-
ship rules. They largely ignere the
public’s interestin a diverse and inde-
pendent press.

The E.C.C. argues thal technologies
like the Internet offer Americans ud-
cess lo more information than ever

Bill Kovach is chairman of the Com-
mittee of Concerned Journalists. Tum
Rosensticl is director of the Project
for Exceoence in dournalism,

Z.W/z /\C?T\. Tires i

and thus worries o munupolies
are unitnanded. But s cs also show
that most Americans veceive their
news from a handiul of outlets. Be-
yond dhis, much of what appears on
the Internet is repackaged from those
outlets, The number of operations that
guther original news is small and now
may become simaller.

The question of cancentration s
st acute ul the loeal level. In most
commutitics, even those with televi-
ston and radio stations, the vast range
af activities are covered by only one
institution, the local newspaper.

What will huppen o communites n

The F.C.C.
considers letting
fewer owi more.

the ownership vules are climdnated?
Ampny, the possibilities is that one or
two coinpanies in cach town would
have an cffective monopoly on reach-
ing consumers by being allowed to
control the newspaper, radio, TV, bill-
boards and more — with costly conse- |
guences for businesses that need those
outlets for advertising. Such a monop-
oly on information would aiso reduce
the diversity of cultural and politica)
discourse i a community
The precedent in tadio is telling,
Since rthe rules on ownership of radio
were last relaxed in 1996, the two v
|
ﬁ
|

biggest companies went [rom owning
130 stations Lo e yan 400,

The [F.C.C chairman, Michael K
Powell, hus scheduled only one public
hearing, in Richmend, Va, on the pre-
posal, and the pohlic commeiic peie
will cluse at the end of this month. Tt s
a small and briel eppurtunity, hut one
that the public should seize if it cher-
ishes _\._ independent press, ]
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